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1. REFTEL INDICATES THAT EVACUATION OF DA NANG, NA TRANG 
AND PHNOM PEHN HAS RESULTED IN AN UNEXPECTED AVAILABILITY 
OF MSGS FOR REASSIGNMENT. 

2. THE MARINE SECURITY GUARD IN DAMASCUS NEEDS TO BE EXPANDED 
ASAP TO MEET INCREASED SECURITY NEEDS OF THIS EXPANDING 
MISSION. USIS WILL BE MOVING TO THEIR NEW CULTURAL CENTER 
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND THE NEW AID MISSION SHOULD 
OCCUPY ITS NEW QUARTERS SOME TIME AROUND THE END OF MAY. 

THESE TWO INSTALLATIONS WILL INCREASE TO 4 THE ANNEXES, 
GEOGRAPHICALLY SEPARATED FROM THE CHANCERY, WHICH REQUIRE 
AFTER-HOURS SECURITY INSPECTIONS BY THE MSG. ADDITIONALLY, 

ALL FLOORS ABOVE THE GROUND FLOOR FO THE CHANCERY ARE NOW 
"SECURITY CONTROLLED", THEREBY REQUIRING MARINE ESCORTS 

FOR NON-AMERICANS PERFORMING NORMAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 
SERVICES. DUE TO THE LACK OF SUFFICIENT MSGS ROUTINE REPAIR 
WORK CAN NOW BE SCHEDULED ONLY ONE DAY PER WEEK IN SECURITY 
CONTROLLED AREAS. THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AFTER-HOURS SWEEPS 
OF ANNEXES AND EXCORT SERVICE FOR WORKMENT ARGUES, CONVINCINGLY, 
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3. HOWEVER, THERE IS A FURTHER REQUIREMENT EOR MSG COVERAGE 
ON THE HORIZON. THE EMBASSY EXPECTS TO COMMENCE WORK ON 
THE COMBINED COMMUNICATIONS CENTER (CCC) IN JUNE. AT THE 
SAME TIME, THE EMBASSY WILL BE EMBARKING ON A CONSTRUCTION 
PROGRAM DESIGNED TO IMPROVE OEEICE SPACE. BOTH OE THESE 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS WILL TAKE PLACE IN SECURITY CONTROLLED 
AREAS. A SECOND ADDITIONAL MSG WOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
PROVIDE SURVEILLANCE DUTIES DURING THIS CONSTRUCTION, NOW 
ESTIMATED TO TAKE UP TO SIX MONTHS. IN OTHER WORDS, THE 
EMBASSY URGENTLY REQUIRES TWO ADDITIONAL MARINES TO COVER OUR 
GROWING SECURITY REQUIREMENTS. 

4. THE PRESENT MARINE QUARTERS NOW HOUSING FIVE MARINES, 

HAS ONLY 4 BEDROOMS WHICH REQUIRES THAT TWO OF THE MARINES 
SHARE THE LARGEST ROOM. TO HOUSE TWO ADDITIONAL MARINES 
WOULD MEAN DOUBLING UP IN TWO SMALLER BEDROOMS WHICH WOULD 
SOMEWHAT OVERCROWD COMMON EACILITIES AND COULD HAVE NEGATIVE 
EEEECT ON THE MORALE OF THE MARINE DETACHMENT. THIS PROBLEM 
MIGHT BE PARTIALLY RELIEVED IE THE MARINE TEMPORARILY 
ASSIGNED TO PROVIDE SURVEILLANCE DURING THE CCC CONSTRUCTION 
COULD BE QUARTERED IN THE TEMPORARY APARTMENT NOW CONTEMPLETED 
TO HOUSE SEABEES. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT DEPARTMENT SUPPORT EMBASSY'S 
REQUEST EOR FOLLOWING: 

1. IMMEDIATE INCREASE OF MSG DETACHMENT BY ONE MSG. 

2. TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT IN LATE JUNE OE SECOND 

MSG TO PROVIDE SURVEILLANCE DUTY DURING CCC CONSTRUCTION. 

MURPHY 
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